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= (PRESENT BANGLADESH), THE DISTANCE
,@—ja " BETWVEEN KOLKATA AND AGARTALA WAS
| LESS THAN 350 KM, WHICH INCREASED
T0 1,700 KM AFTER PARTITION AS THE
N VEHICLES HAD TO COVER A LONG ROUTE
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THE UNKNOWN ROYAL CITY

Those with the knowledge of history will be astonished after learning of the rich legacy of Agartala, writes SOMEN SENGUPTA

Lis teugh b line Tripure cn the
map ol India. The small State.
which i landlocked from three
stiles by Bangladesh. is mostly in
the news for political reasons, Its
Capital, sgartala, which s hardly 2 km
oo thie [ndis- I-I.uu_;l.n.l:--:.h horder, hias a
fairly small population, Thoss with the
knowledpe of history will be astonizhed
with its legacy — its modern parks and
cemlury-old palaces.
The land of Trapura was raled by one
ol ther aldest princely boodlines, start
ing, from Maharaja Maha Manikva in
1A &A1Y [t merped with Indie in 15949
as the last prlll-'lu-'lh' State, However, kep-
amd 15 that Tripura existed even a the
Hree of Makathgrate
e epic states that King Yayatis son
[¥hrabu, after being expelled by Kirats,
camped bere and founded his own
kingcom. Legend has il that his 40h
pereralion was known as Tripur and thus
the land got its name. However, the Inda-
Muongolian royal Gamily ruled the Slate
o mnare bham 1500 years amsd II|-.=|rk|n1:s

gt the title Manikya” from the rulers of

L3 kn |I-.-|'|J__-.||

(he old Capital of the Kingdom was
in Bangamati. bat in 1760, it was shifted
Lo a place which was shadowed by deep
lorests ol Agar [rees Thus the new
Capalal was named Agartala or ‘under
ek b .-'l.!_ljlr'. In 1:-'-II-:-:.'Inp|.1r.| camie under
the British male bt ||1.'|nal:|'|l b ke iis
privcely slatus intact ke mamy athers, The
mcddern Tripura started forming from the
I.'uzllph.m' of the 14th century inder Badha
Eishore Manikya, who decorated ihe
towm with mind-blowing palaces aixd
academic mstitutions,

10w the Tiee whoen Triporas noyal
lamily become one ol biggesl patrons al
R.ll'-nldr.ln.ﬂh'I:|g_1_-.|n":-.lll-.~'r.|.'r'. works. anxd
withi their financial support, legendary
Il aam sciemiist .“'\-Ir]ﬂllllls -I..I|.L||-.||r.L'IL|s-.~
wiis sk b |-.||r-.||'r.- o shonwcase his reva-
||,|I||-||.||':.' work I pln.‘-:qu

In a manshell, when most of e poy-
alty in the privcey States of India was
busy buyving mose Bolls Royce cars,
playing pobo in Calowita and Bombay,
and hi]l:l:!.' Ligers in the neares! frests,
this small. wiknown State of the East was
11Iun|l'r|.'-.|nlr|hl.|I|1|!_J_1-.| maticim-kuild ing
Thiz is a fact unknown to many

e fewsl of Apgarala is 8 Earopscan-
stylidl |Iuh- where the royal famdly cmce
reskled, Ujayanta Palace 5 8 marvelous
siece of architecture and tands like a
|H.||:||||'|g torch at the centre of the city.

Orpipinally, the palace was built by lshai
Chandra Manikva between 1849 and
L862, but it was reduced 1o publlbe in the
Acesan earthguiake of Tune 1857, Malsaraja
Radha Kishore Manikya rebudl it onoa
misich bgper secale froam DRSS 1o 14900 o the
cowt af 14 lakh. amd 'I'.'.l:r-'r\-.l named this
palace Ujjayanta,

LY p.-|11.11 Mend af 5.-1[.L_.|-.3|_ [Romman
and Anglo style, the nec-classical palace
was desipned by S Alexander Martin of
Martin Barn & Comgpany. Tle B0-acre
palace includes a buoge parden, several
Hird tempdies, and fountams, 1alse bous
s adnrtar ball, private chambers, library,
and receptiom aren apart from a courtyard,
The mam attrac Hon of the '|:ﬂ|.'n.'|.' s |I:-.|1|||]y
central dome. which is 86 ft Tram g_n:d.lnd
lewvel. The dome is decorated with varlous
floral deslgns similar te the cnes foand in
Austria and Raly. & flight of siairs built i
strong European infloence goes from the
o tor the central enfrace wheps Boor-
g ol Chinese Tiles is ssen

From 1971 to 2001, this palace
served as the assembly house of the
Trigra Govermment, and is now a
museum with a rch collection of the
“mates history and culture, The gal den hes
several manolithic stone pillars carved
with varlous Inscoiptlons and designs, In
a nuishel, & visit 1o Ujjayanta Palace
aakes one woisder whetlser it is in [ndia
ar in a Furapean country!

I this royal iy, a college alsa loaks
like a palace. The construction of
Waharaia Bir Bikmam 4..:'-'Ih'g;'. Lhe first
msdiern .'.'-'Ilug'l_-.l | 'I"r||'-||.|-.|. started in
1937, amd I.||.||'||'|l_' the Second Waorld
War, this |H.I|||_1|I|$ was usd as a military
hu--:pll:.ll_ for Bridish saldiers whie were
fighiting in Burema front. The college was
ingurated by Queen Kanchan Prablsa
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m Aparkaa is just 425 km Trom
Guwahati, and = directly
connecied by air with Kolkita,
Guwahati and Mew Delhi
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Dy din 19407, The building has a grand
prortico with poval pillars and & huge areisa
Fof pecrealion purposes,

I this college is named afler a king
Lo carry an the begacy of the roval Fami
Iv, -'-.g.-.rtrll.l. has a |_l_r.'||'ul. testimany thal
shows hiow a servamt of the roval famdly
wils alsa immartalised In 18590, a schiood
was foumded by King Bir Chandra
I .'||'||b;:..| When it was ¢ |".|'||||'h'|,| b hils
gomt Eadha Eishore Manikva, it was
named after the Prime Minister of th
Sate in 1904 as a token ol respedl
Unmsakania Academy is an iconic schood
budldang, thanks 1o 1% grand sirudune

Howewer, the hidden surprise of
.-'l.g_.l.TI.l.'Iﬂ s misd I 1I.:'|:1||.|.-. 5 amnd I-.~11|'|:l-.-7..
bt i & |'-'I.'n'-:- called Akhaura, just 2 km
from the clty. Here 18 the border check
piost with Banpladesh, a country with
which Tripura shares 856 kin of border
[Manks te Sic Cyrill Radeliffe — the mean
who drew the boundary of India and
Fakigtan in 1947 withoul even knowing
thee country well Tripura and Eas
Fakistan {Bangladesh since 1971] were
semwirated by barbed wires, sven though
the language and culture of both sides
wiere almost the same

Today, throngh Akhaura border post,
Indla and I-:.'||'|j_-.||j-.--:|'| allow people 1o
vy aiwl business to happen. Tl Ay
allows comumon people tovisit the bordes
and conduct regubar Beating Relreal cer
ermonies, akin Lo whal happens at Wagah
Berder in Punjal. The ceremony is ciom
ducied here every day belore sundown
with equal erdhasiasm from visitors from
India and Banpladesh. wha watch from
respective sldes The mildary roatine Jiks
flag lowering, saluting, march past and
pgEreasive pestures witl verhal instiuc-
tions, and the sound of bughe cnsate a

thrilling atmosphere, The same gesture is
wlso execuled by personmel of Banglslesh
Fille Speciators ane allivwed 1o Gake pic
tures and shake hands wah Armymen on
the ather side withioul |.'r-.|':51||3_1_tl'u-l'-|:-1'-.h'r
line, The entire ceremeny ks well-organ-
igrd and there s no entry fee

[ 15 ot only & glgantlc palace that
gives a touch of Europe to the city of
Apartala There i3 a heritage park than
hawges @ mingature form of the entire
Slabe, covering ol major moenuments ansd
landmarks. The heritage park landscape
is spectacular, with almast perfect mina-
ture maoxdels of Meermahal Palace, the
Inke palace of Tripura: Ujjayanta Palace,
Limivodeodd, the rock cut sculpture: Kaluk,
the Buddhist archaeological slite;
Agartala railway station; [ndia-
Barsgladesh border; Buddhist pagoda and
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many mare, The concepd of the pack is
unigque and 1 could be the only minda
ture mcde] parkl of a State i India.
Agartala only falls short on one
accound — there is almast no promation
of tourtsm o atiract peopls from far-off
destinatioms, The city 1= et and dean with
||1|;||'I|n||1||l;11||,|| Raads are sale and there
are plenty of opticns o buy cane arxd bam-
b handicranis, Apariala bears the lega-
cy ol & muscal legend called Sachin Dey
Burman, and i@ i also the ity thal
inspared Tagore Lo write one of his best
plays. Vismnan, based on the royal mily
of the State. Such 2 culurally rch oty with
beaurt il palaces and temples, an excellent
minlature herltage park, and an iterna-
tlomal border that repularhy ;I|1|11.,-'|1_.-i mil-
iary cereimony i not freguented h[. Ay
brists, and s is & real trageds
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